A re-evaluation of the pour plate blood culture method for the detection of Candida and other septicaemias.
Over a 1-year period the use of a pour plate in detecting significant septicaemias due to bacteria and fungi was evaluated and compared with a conventional broth blood culture system. Of 207 significant bacterial blood culture isolates only 113 (56%) were detected by the pour plate. However, three out of four candidaemias were detected by the pour plate method alone. Despite its low positivity rate, the pour plate is cheap and allows for early detection of bacteraemia and candidaemia.